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Greetings Mates,  

We’ve passed the Summer Solstice with its heat and 
humidity and are on the way to Winter, at last!!! 

Social restrictions remain in place as we continue 
to make every effort to mitigate the effects of 
Covid-19.  I am glad that all of you are observing 
the guidelines when you come to the Club.  With 
cases in the State increasing, I would just like to 
remind you to continue to practice social distanc-
ing, wear a mask, and avoid gatherings indoors, 
etc. 

Sailing activity is up, even a bit more than in past 
years!!    And it’s a good way to practice social dis-
tancing. 

While commending the Herculean effort by ETYSA 
to come up with a comprehensive operational plan 
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Save These Dates 
March 7 

BOD @ 10:00AM 
March 7 

Believe it or not Social @ 5:30 
March 14 

US Sailing Race Management Course 
March 21 

Spring Workday 
March 28 - 29 

NYRA Invitational 

All Events at 
BSC are on hold 

until further  
notice…
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From the Commodore (Continued from page 1)

for the Summer Camps, I felt that conditions in the State were deteriorating, and at an unsafe pace.  
Therefore, I determined that holding the ETYSA Summer Camps at this time was inadvisable so, they 
have been cancelled for this year.  Hopefully, the safety conditions will have improved by next Summer. 

In further news, Blackbeard has completed the purchase of the lot adjacent to our paved drive outside 
the gate.  It currently has red flags marking the corners, courtesy of Chesley Sugg.  This will be our high 
ground area during flooding events. 

The Board has been conducting monthly meetings via Zoom.  These meeting are open to all.  If you want 
to attend, please contact me and I will be sure you receive an invitation. 

Fair Winds and Smooth Seas!! 

Arch
by Eddy Parker

BLACKBEARD’S EPITAPH

Many of you know that Jennifer and I want to go cruising and are interested in a catamaran for comfort.  
You probably also know I have a turn for more performance-oriented boats; therefore, we were looking 
at high performance cats like Catana and Outremer with daggerboards, which are not as common as 
some of the “cruisier” catamarans.  We located a Phisa 42 in Canet-en-Roussilon, France.  We made an 
offer on the boat and flew over to France for a survey/sea trial at the end of January, even though I had 
never sailed on a performance Cat. Because of “Coastal Event Gloria” we were unable to test sail the 
boat but were going to proceed with purchase as the owner agreed to sail with us when we took posses-
sion.  The sale was delayed when the yard was closed due to Covid-19. Then, it became apparent we 
were not going to be able to cruise the Mediterranean this summer. We had all but written the final 
check for the boat when the whole world shut down, so we cancelled the purchase.   

Did I mention that “Brown Eyed Girl” is for sale at a very attractive price? 

Reset.  Still interested in a performance Catamaran, we 
started networking on the Catana Owner’s group and found a 
couple of Catana 42s coming up for sale in the US.  Jennifer 
was concerned that I might be unhappy sailing one of these 
boats as we have been told they are very different from 
monohulls.  I posted to the Catana Owner’s list serve re-
questing an offer to sail.  I was asked to help deliver Carlot-
ta’s Promise, a Catana 471, around Cape Hatteras to An-
napolis as the boat’s mast is too tall for ICW bridges. I had 3 
concerns sailing offshore with a stranger: the safety of the 
boat, sailing ability of the owner, and how well we would 
get along.  This was a great opportunity as Paulo, the owner, 
was an America’s Cup sailor. That took care of the first 2 
concerns, so I quickly agreed to crew. We were lucky the 
owners turned out to be wonderful people with great stories. There are a lot of people you don’t want 
to be stuck on a boat with for 2.5 days. 

Trading a Prius for a 47ft Cat
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(Continued from page 2)Trading a Prius for a 47ft Cat
“BEG” has two 35-gallon water tanks, a 30-gallon black water tank, roller furling jib and autopilot 
for cruising. 

We got a call on Wednesday morning saying they were in Wrightsville Beach heading out the following 
morning to Beaufort and asking, did we want to join them in Wrightsville Beach or Beaufort?  We threw 
some clothes in a bag, drove to Wrightsville and swapped our 2005 Prius for a 1997 Catana 471. That is a 
very good trade.  Paulo’s wife, Charlotte, was going to drive the Prius to Annapolis to meet us as she re-
cently had back surgery.  We left Masonboro Inlet around 8:00 a.m. with 20 knot winds out of the SE.  We 
put up a reefed main, unrolled the full genoa and it was off to the races.  The winds built into the 
mid-20s with some gusts near 30 and a short interval 5-6 foot sea running with some higher trains.  The 

boat was romping along at 10-12 knots and we put in the 
second reef to take some strain off the rig without re-
ducing speed once the gusts started building.  When we 
rounded Lookout, it was more of a broad reach and the 
boat started to settle down.  We cleared Lookout Shoal in 
7 hours and Diamond Shoal 8 hours later, making for a 
quick run up the coast.  Around 4 a.m. Friday morning 
the winds started getting light so we fired up the engines 
for the last segment to the Chesapeake Bay entrance.  
The boat was equipped with Sirius weather and we were 
watching numerous storms over the mainland west of us, 
and over the Bay to the north, but we stayed dry until 
around 8:00 a.m. Friday morning when we went through 
some light showers.  By the time we entered the Bay at 
2:00 pm Friday, it had cleared up and the winds were 
non-existent, so we motored along, staying out of the 
shipping channels.   

Did I mention that “Brown Eyed Girl” has 200 watts of solar panels so no running the engine while 
anchored out with the fridge running! 

The plan was to spend Saturday night in a marina on the Potomac River where some of the owner’s 
friends had Catanas hauled out. When he came on watch at 11 p.m. as we were approaching the marina, 
we discussed the forecast for the next day (20 knots out of the N, not a good forecast for getting to An-
napolis so we headed back out into the Bay and kept going).  I was off watch, but at some point well af-
ter midnight it started getting pretty bouncy as the strong winds had come in.  Instead of continuing to 
beat into a strong northerly, we ducked into Pautuxent River about 2:30 a.m. and anchored out to wait 
for things to improve.  By 7:00 the next morning the wind had shifted to the E and dropped down to 
18-20 knots so out we went for the final leg. 

Designed by Bruce Farr, the First 36.7 is on the racer end of racer/cruiser, but with three double 
beds she makes for a great fast cruiser. 
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Trading a Prius for a 47ft Cat
We motored for the first 4 hours, then sailed the rest of the way. We 
set the full genoa and main and started beating into the wind.  This is 
where a Catana really shines compared to other cats.  With the 7 foot 
boards down about 2/3 of the way, we were able to tack through 100 
degrees with an apparent wind angle of 35 degrees and boat speed of 
around 8-9 knots in 15 true.  We sailed into Annapolis Harbor to the 
amazing sight of hundreds of boats sailing on the bay.  We sailed past 
two Vipers like Granny’s Hoe.  It was a glorious end to a great trip.  

“Brown Eyed Girl” has been well maintained and is ready to go. 
Please let me know if you are interested in looking at her.  

Eddy  

Welcome New Members
Please welcome our new members Mike & Teresa Williman,  TJ Harrell & Andrea Carney, and Intermedi-
ate Member Emily Currier. Their pictures and copies of their bios follow. 

Mike and Teresa Williman have applied for membership in 
BSC and have provided the following information: 

Hello.   We are Mike and Teresa Williman and we are happy to 
have this chance to introduce ourselves to you.  

We moved to New Bern from Van Wert, Ohio just a couple 
weeks before the social isolation began.   

We had visited New Bern last summer and ended up putting a 
bid on our house and purchasing it in the fall.   We didn't ex-
pect to settle here but we loved the area, and everything just 
fell into place. 

Between us, we have two daughters, one son, five granddaugh-
ters and a great grandson who was just born on May 25th.  

Mike is a Project Manager for Waffle House Construction.  I retired in November after 34+ years with Van 
Wert County Probate/Juvenile Court. 

Our sailboat is a 23" Hunter which Mike is currently refurbishing. It is a labor of love for him. We pur-
chased the boat 14 years ago and are the third owners. We have only sailed on Grand Lake St. Mary's 
but are looking forward to sailing the Neuse River. 

We are hoping to meet you all soon and to become a part of the Blackbeard Sailing Club.  

The Willimans are sponsored by Ron Leo and Bill Drechsler. 

(Continued from page 3)

BLACKBEARD’S EPITAPH
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TJ Harrell and Andrea Carney have applied for 
membership in Blackbeard Sailing Club. TJ and Andrea 
supplied the following biographical information: 
Hello, we are TJ and Andrea. We live in Fayetteville 
where TJ works as a General Surgeon at Cape Fear 
Valley Hospital and Andrea works remotely for Cell & 
Gene Therapy at Novartis Pharmaceuticals.  We own a 
Corsair F24 Trimaran and a Hewes fishing boat.   Both 
of us grew up in Fort Myers, Florida where we sailed 
Hobie Cats with our family.  Andrea began sailing very 
young and has raced on a Hobie 16 and J/24. TJ has 
sailed Lasers and a Hobie 18.   We recently inherited 
the F24 from our family and are excited to start sail-
ing it on the coast of North Carolina.  
Other than being on the boat, TJ and I enjoy a long 
list of other activities.   We are both certified scuba 
divers and try to dive every few months.   Although 
the shark populated shipwrecks of North Carolina are 
fun, we much prefer the Caribbean reefs.   We also 
enjoy working on home projects together. TJ is very 
handy with just about any tool and Andrea enjoys decorating and creating crafts.  Andrea is in the mid-
dle of sewing new cushions for the interior of the F24; while she also enjoys gardening and cooking.  
TJ’s other hobbies include radio/electronics for which he is an avid collector and harvester of electronic 
bits to tinker with.   
TJ concludes, “Since initially learning, I have only sailed on my own, so I’m very excited to join a com-
munity, to learn more, and to group sail.” 
In lieu of member sponsors, a background check was conducted to support TJ & Andrea’s application. 

Welcome New Members
BLACKBEARD’S EPITAPH

Emily Currier has applied for Intermediate Membership in 
Blackbeard Sailing Club. She has been sailing for 9 years; with her 
grandparents Alan & Judy Hills and as an ETYSA camper. Emily 
was hoping to assist with the ETYSA camps this summer. Although 
Emily admits she was a little scared when she first started to sail, 
her Mom encouraged her to keep going. One day everything just 
clicked, and she has loved sailing ever since. Emily has a 420 she 
is hoping to keep at BSC. 

Emily will be a high school junior in the fall. She is a good stu-
dent and loves school. Although sailing is the “greatest”, she also 
enjoys tennis and dance, especially jazz. Emily is very excited 
about becoming a BSC member. 

Her sponsors are Alan Hills and Arch Altman. 

(Continued from page 4)
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BLACKBEARD’S EPITAPH
Blackbeard has an Oscar Winner!

Fairfield Harbour resident Jim Fortuna has a unique 
“claim to fame.”  He has an Oscar – a real award from 
the Motion Picture Academy given to Eastman Kodak as 
a Scientific and Technical Award of Merit.  Jim was a 
key contributor in the development of a method to sta-
bilize color in motion pictures allowing reproduction of 
films with vibrant, lifelike color.  This required taking 
an original negative and breaking it down into 32 dif-
ferent stable coated layers, each one a fraction of a 
human hair in thickness, and reproducing a reliable life-
like “master.”  From that master, color motion pictures 
were made that were suitable for showing in theaters.  
Other uses for the technology were ultimately devel-
oped, allowing Eastman Kodak to obtain patents for its 
use in the biotech industry and medical fields, as well 
as many others.  It is still in use today. 

Jim’s position on the team that developed this process 
came after years of schooling.  He has a BS degree in 
chemical engineering from Iowa State University, an MS 
from Purdue in chemical engineering, and studied sta-
tistics and photographic theory at Rochester Institute of 
Technology.  He did his Ph.D. research in chemical engi-
neering at Massachusetts Institute of Technology and 
completed his course work at the University of Rochester.  All of this training and experience secured his 
position at Eastman Kodak on the team that ultimately developed the award-winning Eastman EXR Color 
Intermediate Film 5244 process.  Eastman Kodak was no newcomer to winning awards; the 1994 Academy 
Award was the sixth time that Eastman Kodak had won in that category.  The night of the ceremony, rep-
resentatives from the company accepted the Oscar. No scientists were among them; not many even were 
aware of the possibility of winning.  That was just the way things were done there.  Jim is proud of his 
contributions and of the recognition, but it clearly does not define him.  After leaving Eastman Kodak, 
he traveled widely while working in challenging positions at Dupont Chemical and Rohm and Haas.  Just 
prior to retirement, he taught at North Carolina State University on the Centennial Campus while doing 
research for Mead Paper.  

Fairfield Harbour is proud of Oscar Winner, Jim Fortuna 
By Ellen Pettigrew, Beacon Staff Writer

Jim Fortuna, Oscar winning Harbourite
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While Jim and wife Jody were living in the 
Raleigh area, they found the perfect spot for 
their 43-foot Taswell sailboat at Blackbeard Sail-
ing Club.  Following retirement, they sailed the 
east coast of the U.S. for two years, enjoying the 
many stops they made.  When time came for 
them to settle down again, they purchased a 
home in Fairfield Harbour. Jim currently owns a 
Class A motorhome which he and Jody enjoy 
traveling in.  He also sails, plays guitar, and en-
joys the company of friends. The Oscar is only 
one of many highlights in his career. 

Reprinted with permission from The Fairfield 
Harbour Beacon. 

By Bill GreenBlast from the Past!
If you’ve been following this series you’ll know that, last month, we printed the Epitaph from October 
of 1976. While the archives don’t contain copies of the newsletter for the remainder of 1976, we do 
have the first issue from 1977.   

You may know that Steve Jobs and Steve Wozniak founded Apple Computer, and that Fantasy Island 
premiered in January 1977. But do you know what was happening at Blackbeard Sailing Club 43½ years 
ago? You’ll have to read the newsletter to get the complete picture, but here are a few things worth 
noting. BSC was still without a clubhouse and meetings were being held in New Bern. Although the club 
was anticipating a rosy future, it was facing a short-term cash crunch due mainly to the just-completed 
purchase of additional acreage. Then, as now, it was difficult to get the volunteers needed to take care 
of things around the club. Lastly, in an effort to save a few dollars, the Epitaph was being cut back to a 
quarterly publication schedule. 

Please enjoy this old Epitaph from the first quarter of 1977.  

Bill

(Continued from page 6)

BLACKBEARD’S EPITAPH

This is the Oscar that was won by Fairfield 
Harbour resident Jim Fortuna. 

Blackbeard has an Oscar Winner!
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EPITAPH BLAST FROM THE 
(Continued from page 7)
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(Continued from page 8)

EPITAPH BLAST FROM THE PAST
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(Continued from page 10)

EPITAPH BLAST FROM THE PAST
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EPITAPH BLAST FROM THE PAST
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2020 RACE SCHEDULE                   Provided by Inter-Club Racing Committee Rev 1.1 3/252020

Date Day Club Event PHRF Ensign SJ21 Sunfish Other Location
Jul 4 Sa BTS Croaker Fest Regatta X FJ/420/SF Oriental

Jul 10-12 Fri-Su HYC HYC Regatta *  # P X ** ** Cherry Pt
Jul 25 Sa NYRA Parrothead (to Oriental) X ** ** New Bern

Aug 8-9 Sa-Su BTS Bow & Stern Regatta X X X X All boats/sizes Oriental
Aug 8 Sa FOM Hoop Pole Regatta              High School or younger           Beaufort

Aug 29-30 Sa-Su BSC BSC OD & SF SE Regional   P (OD) X X X X New Bern
Sep 5-6 Sa-Su NYRA Beer Stein *  #  P (phrf) X ** ** New Bern
Sep 7 Mo - LABOR DAY         -

Sep 19 Sa BTS Greens Creek Regatta X Under 20 ft Oriental
Sep 19 Sa NYRA Fourth Saturday Fun Race (Pursuit) X ** ** New Bern
Oct 10 Sa ODC ODC SOLO Race P X ** ** Oriental
Oct 11 Su ODC ODC Double Handed Race X ** ** Oriental

Oct 16-18 Fr-Su ODC Oriental Cup    # P X ** ** Oriental
Oct 31 Sa BTS Halloween Regatta - 1st Annual X X X X All boats/sizes Oriental
Oct 31 Sa NYRA Halloween / Winter Race 1  * X ** ** New Bern
Nov 14 Sa NYRA Winter Race 2  * X ** ** New Bern
Nov 21 Sa BSC Flt 8 - Turkey Trot X X X New Bern
Nov 26 Th - THANKSGIVING         -
Dec 5 Sa NYRA Winter Race 3  * X ** ** New Bern

Dec 19 Sa NYRA Winter Race 4  * X ** ** New Bern
Jan 1 '21 Fr BSC Fred Latham Regatta X X X New Bern
Jan 1 '21 Fr ODC Instead of Football Regatta X ** ** Oriental
Jan 9'21 Sa NYRA Winter Race 5  * X ** ** New Bern

Jan 23'21 Sa NYRA Winter Race 6  * X ** ** New Bern
Jan 24'21 Su NYRA Winter Race Makeup  * X ** ** New Bern
Feb 20'21 Sa NYRA Commodores Ball Regatta  * X ** ** New Bern

  * NYRA Boat of the Year Race      ** Ensigns & SJ-21's sail in PHRF Fleets      # ICRC Sailor of the Year Race (4 of 8)     P Protect      NC=Not Confirmed

ICRC Race Schedule

Due to COVID-19, Many events 

have been postponed. 

Please contact event organizers.
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ICRC Race Schedule (Continued from page 15)

BLACKBEARD’S EPITAPH

    Additional Events of Interest
Ensign Fleet Races:    Location: Neuse River near Fairfield Harbour & Blackbeard Sailing Club,   New Bern, NC
    Spring Series  -  7  Thursday Race Days: Mar 26, Apr 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 & May 7th;  Awards party following on May 7th
          Fall Series  -  7  Thursday Race Days: Sep 24,Oct 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 & Nov 5th;  Awards party following on Nov 5th

   Normally 3 races per day  --  Contact Bill Kirsch for information: kirsch986@gmail.com  tel: 252-631-2403

Fairfield Harbour PHRF Fun Races:
    Weekly Races are open to all sailors;  NO Fees; No scoring; Pursuit Format; Boat/Skipper Hdcp for tight finishes
            Holiday Series - 1/1/2020, 2/15, 3/14, 4/11, 5/9, 6/20, 7/4, 9/5, 11/1, 11/27, 1/1/2021  
            Tuesday Evening Series - weekly races April through October, 5pm  
            Winter Series - weekly races, best day of the week, 1pm  
                 To join the group contact: Peter Budzynkiewicz  pbudzy7385@aol.com - OR - Ed Thompson  edthompson2@comcast.net

Sunfish Racing:
  > FHYC Sunfish Races on Northwest Creek: On Northwest Creek north of NWC Marina & up the creek.
         Spring Series – 9 Sunday Race Days: Apr 5, 19, 26; May 3, 17, 31 & Jun 7, 14, 21
         Fall Series – 7 Sunday Race Days: Sep 13, 20, 27; Oct 4, 11, 18, 27; Awards party jointly with Ensigns on Nov 5th
         Normally 3 races per day -- Contact Jerry Rezab for information: geraldrezab@yahoo.com  tel: 252-288-4124
   > Oriental Dinghy Club (ODC), Oriental, NC
         Year Series – 9 Days: Apr 11, May 16, 30; Jun 27, Aug 1, Sep 5, 19, Oct 24, Nov 21
         Contact Todd Cox for information: toddcoxvt@gmail.com  tel: 802-999-7572
   > Hot Toddy - Sunfish Racing
         A Winter Series of racing, November or December thru March, into April, usually 2 weeks or more apart
         Contact Sonya Dean for information: sonyafm@hotmail.com  tel: 999-999-9999

Miscellaneous:
Sep 12-13 Sa SAYRA SAYRA Club Championship CYC-SC
Sep 25-27 Fr-Su - Oriental Boat Show Rescheduled from April 17-19 Oriental
Oct 10-11 Sa-Su - Mumfest New Bern

TBD Fr-Su FLT 8 SJ-21 Eastern Nationals TBD
Jan 16, 2021 Sa - BSC Installation & Awards BSC

Due to COVID-19, Many events 

have been postponed. 

Please contact event organizers.
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An enlarged copy of this chart has been placed in the Club House

Your 2020  
Board of Directors  
and Committees

Go to Amazon Smile and select Edward Teach Youth Sailing Association as your charity of choice. For 
every purchase you make through Amazon Smile, the Foundation will donate 0.5% to ETYSA.  If you have 
an Amazon Prime account, you will be switched over to Prime from the Smile site.  Remember you must 
sign on to Amazon through www.AmazonSmile.com.  Thanks for supporting ETYSA.   

To date ETYSA has received $466.09 as of February 2020
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Club Location 
Upper Broad Creek on the Neuse River 
1215 Barken8ne Drive 
New Bern, NC 28560 
N35 ̊03.75     W76 ̊56.85 

Mailing Address 
PO Box 24 
Bridgeton, NC 28519 

Website 
blackbeardsailingclub.org 
Be sure to visit the BSC website which is loaded 
with official informa8on, current news, member-
ship directory, slip informa8on and much more.  

Email to Epitaph Editors 
bscepitaph@yahoo.com
Tom & Sandy Bass, Jan Green and 
Stephanie Davies

Epitaph Submission Guideline 
Submissions to the Epitaph are due by the 23rd 
of each month for the following month’s publica-
tion. We welcome the membership’s input includ-
ing:

• stories and cruising ar8cles 
•  how-to ar8cles and other news 
•  commiTee reports 
•  racing news and reports 
•  photos in jpeg format 
•  event announcements  and calendars 

Please send all material to 
the Epitaph’s editors at 
bscepitaph@yahoo.com.

2020 Officers & Directors

Commodore Arch Altman
919-306-1567

Vice Commodore Ed Doughty
910-977-1664

Rear Commodore Bill Green
919-518-0752

Secretary Catie Roche
252-373-0852

Treasurer Stephanie Davies
949-533-5543

Director Jeff Scroggs
919-219-2031

Director Jeff Thomas
252-638-1493

Director Jeremy LeRay
252-474-7678

Past Commodore Mike Foster
252-671-6854

Director Clifton Game
252- 671-4967

Dockmaster Ron Leo
252-665-0572

Dockmaster Tom Thompson
609-226-2717

Dry Storage Dave Howard
336-953-1710

Dockboxes Chris Davies
252-649-1122

Woods Storage Chesley Sugg
919-616-3702

Ship’s Store Karen Hallquist
832-794-2563

Dinghies Dan Ritter
908-415-5582

House  
Committee

Mike Roche
252-373-0852

Boats US Group Discount Number 

GA82038S. 

Blackbeard Sailing Club
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